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Literature Text Revision

Unseen Poetry; Power and Conflict Poetry; Literature Revision

Reading (Revision)

Sonnets, lyrics, and language; poetic
voice; forms of power and forms of
conflict; contextual readings.

The Nova English Curriculum

Assessments.

During Key Stage 4, once initial teaching of a text has taken place, students’ knowledge of it is assessed through interleaved Do Now Activities, Home Study and Common Interim

Vocabulary; selection of information; analysis of
language and structure; evaluation of a viewpoint;
inference and synthesis; comparison of writer’s
perspectives.

Planning and crafting an analytical
response to literature including writing a
thesis statement and maintaining a line

of argument focusing on the big ideas.

Vocabulary; punctuation and grammar; writing
narratives and descriptions; writing to express a
viewpoint; writing letters, speeches, leaflets, essays

I and articles.
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Small Island R+l Non-Fiction
Vocabulary Vocabulary

The form of tragedy; images and motifs;
shifts in focus; time, manner and place;
natural order; tyranny; equivocation;
morality; conflict; The Divine Right of
Kings and regicide; gender and the
patriarchy; the supernatural.

A Christmas Carol

An Inspector Calls

Didactic novella; circular narrative;
polemic; symbolism; allegory; narrative
perspective; foreshadowing; pathetic
fallacy; redemption; social responsibility;
family and friendship; religious and
secular Christmas values; London
inequality and childhood; Malthusian

Reading (Fiction and Non-Fiction)

Power & Conflict Poetry | Spoken Language

capitalism; the supernatural.

Vocabulary

Relationships +ldentity Poetry

Romeo and Juliet

Vocabulary

The well-made play; dialogue; stagecraft
(entrances, exits, lighting, pauses; dramatic
irony; microcosm; morality plays; capitalism;

socialism; Edwardian life; the generational
divide; hierarchy; gender; truth and illusion;
patriarchy; class; social responsibility; structural
stability and instability.

Jane Eyre

Vocabulary

Poetic forms; extended metaphor; semantic field;
types of love; materialism.

The form of tragedy; character development; the
sonnet form; foreshadowing; tragic flaw
(hamartia); commenting on literary theory.

The novel form; Victorian attitudes to childhood;
rural isolation; Christianity in literature; Victorian
sickness; juxtaposition; sustaining a thesis.

Vocabulary
Sherlock Holmes

Ancient Tales

Vocabulary

The detective genre; duality; periodicals; class and
society in Victorian England; scientific developments in
the Victorian era; character; discourse markers; linking
paragraphs.

The Girl of Ink and Stars
Vocabulary

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary

Colonialism in literature; the form of comedy;
subplots; soliloquy and monologue; closed book
analysis — responding to extracts; nature/nurture; the

Elizabethan age of exploration; composing a balanced

Metaphor Poetry

Vocabulary

argument.

Vocabulary

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Vocabulary

Allegory; authorial intent; ecurring imagery; irony;
propaganda; power/tyrannical characters.

Oliver Twist

Vocabulary

Poetic structure; use of metaphor — literal and
metaphorical language; tenor and vehicle; writing

about unseen texts; extended narrative writing.

Dramatic forms and soliloquys, life in Elizabethan
England, Elizabethan family relationships; using

evidence,.

The novel form; villains and victims;
Life in Victorian London; crime; composing topic

sentences.
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Launchpad

The English curriculum at Nova is ambitious, sequenced carefully, principled, inclusive, research-informed and enriching.
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AMBITIOUS

In English, students study the ideas and
stories that have shaped the world, so
that by the end of Year 11 they can
debate, challenge ideas and
write with confidence. Through
exploration of a wide range of prose,
plays and poetry, students will
gain the knowledge to become critical
and analytical thinkers, and to
communicate with clarity, accuracy and
precision.

=

SEQUENCED

Content is carefully sequenced following

the principles of a mastery curriculum so

that students have a full understanding of
the knowledge taught. Grammar,
vocabulary, literary concepts and
historical and social contexts are

organised in a systematic way. Texts have

been sequenced so that they become
increasingly complex.
In their written communication, students
become increasingly fluent and precise,
crafting both fiction and non-fiction texts.

PRINCIPLED

The chosen texts inspire students to
transcend their immediate context and
increase their cultural capital by
expanding their knowledge of the world
around them.

INCLUSIVE

There are three pathways through our
Key Stage Three curriculum: traditional,
foundation and, for some students who
have additional literacy needs, Direct
Instruction. The adapted pathways enable
students to make rapid progress
developing the reading and writing skills
needed to access the curriculum.

Alongside the English Curriculum sit our
whole school reading, reading for
pleasure and Bedrock Vocabulary
programmes, through which students are
exposed to a broad range of texts by a
diverse selection of writers.

RESEARCH INFORMED

Knowledge is interleaved and sequenced
within and between topic plans. Daily,
weekly and long-term review is achieved
through Do Now activities and home
study. The | do, we do, you do cycles are
used throughout our lessons to ensure
students know what success looks like
and are able to achieve it for themselves
in applying their knowledge. Techniques
such as Cold Calling, Show Call, and Turn
& Talk are standard in lessons to increase
levels of participation and think ratio.
Common interim assessments are
mapped into each medium term plan and
whole class feedback is provided so that
students’ reading and writing improve
over time.
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ENRICHING

Use of Bedrock Vocabulary and
department designed reading lists further
support our aim to develop students’
reading habits as many of our students
come from backgrounds where reading
for pleasure is not yet a habit. A full range
of enrichment activities such as book
societies and debating clubs develop
students’ experiences of English beyond
the classroom. There are also
opportunities for students to see theatre
performances, experience author visits,
and even attend

academic lectures.
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