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Message from the Headteacher 

We’re only two weeks into this half term at Nova, but already so 

much has happened. We’ve had the Young Shakespeare 

Company in school, performing a highly engaging rendition of 

Romeo and Juliet to our Year 10 and Year 11 pupils. We’ve had 

students hard at work rehearsing and preparing for their own 

performance: A Night at the Musicals on 14
th
 March. We’ve had 

scientifically inclined students working with the Hydrogen Hub, 

Arval and Dr Clapp to find out about hydrogen powered cars. 

We’ve had sporting achievements with wins for a number of our 

teams; our girls’ football team taking second place at a recent 

tournament; and a training day for our sports leaders. This week 

we are celebrating World Book Week with events happening 

around the school on 7
th
 March and our Year 7s taking up a 

Readathon challenge. It’s a very exciting time to be at Nova.  

Nick Wells 

Headteacher 

We are thrilled to hear that two of our students have been 

shortlisted for a prestigious competition and you can help! 

Students from across United Learning schools are competing to 

represent the United Kingdom in the International High School Arts 

Festival. 5 talented students will have their artwork displayed at the 

National Art Centre in Tokyo, Japan. The overall winning artist will 

also receive an all-expenses paid trip to Japan to see the exhibition, 

courtesy of the International Foundation for Arts and Culture (IFAC). 

“Urban Decay” by Tierre McGhee and “Lost in the Meadow” by 

Jasmin Davies have both been shortlisted. However, they need your 

help to win! 25% of each artist’s overall score will depend on the 

number of likes they receive on social media.  

International High School Arts Festival 

“Urban Decay” 

“Lost in the Meadow” 

The deadline for voting is midday Monday 11th March. Please support your favourite entries by liking their artwork on: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unitedlearning/      Twitter: https://twitter.com/ArtatUL1  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/unitedlearningart/  

https://www.facebook.com/unitedlearning/
https://twitter.com/ArtatUL1
https://www.instagram.com/unitedlearningart/


PE and Sports Update     

A group of sports leaders from Year 9 went to 

Uplands School to lead an event for local primary 

schools and pupils with disabilities. The sports 

leaders used the coaching skills that they have 

been studying to teach the pupils New Age Curling, 

which they all thoroughly enjoyed. The Nova 

students promoted themselves in a very positive 

light and provided a fantastic experience for the 

younger children. Staff from all the primary schools 

commented on how amazing our students had 

been and how well they communicated and helped 

the other children. 

 

Six students from years 7 and 9 came 

together for a 6-a-side football 

tournament, organised by Swindon 

Town Football Association. The girls 

played six games against other schools 

and they worked hard with no subs, 

winning four of their matches and 

coming 2nd in the tournament overall.  

Aquila House won the 

h o u s e  n e t b a l l 

championship this term, 

with Cygnus House close 

behind. The football 

competition was a very 

close call, with Orion and Cygnus 

winning the same number of 

matches and having the same goal 

difference, resulting in a rematch 

that saw Cygnus take the title. 

Congratulations to all the sports 

captains who have done a 

fantastic job organising their 

house teams. We are looking 

forward to the dodgebal l 

competition next.  

The Year 8 netball team reached the 

Swindon Schools’ final, where they 

were beaten 26-13 by Highworth 

School. Being one of the top two 

teams, they qualified for the county 

finals, and Mrs Haynes has been very 

impressed by the dedication shown by 

the team to their training for the finals, 

which are taking place later this 



Following our session on revision planning before half 

term, last week we spoke to Year 11 students about their 

mental and physical approach to preparing for the summer 

exams, the importance of maintaining a positive mental 

approach to their exams, and thinking about the support 

structures they can draw on from their teachers, families, 

friends and others. 

Mrs Mason, our Head of PE, spoke about the positive 

impact which leading a healthy lifestyle can have on 

studying. She suggested some physical activities which 

they could take part in at school and how they could 

maintain a healthy lifestyle outside of school too.  

Lastly, Mr Wells talked with the students about sleep 

patterns, the importance of controlling social media and 

having a routine before going to bed, and the students set 

themselves some targets 

linked to their behaviours 

around sleeping.  

The booklet used by the 

students during this session 

has been sent home to 

parents and is available to 

read on the website, together 

with two parent pamphlets 

from an organisation called PIXL (Partners in Excellence) 

about sleep and screen time. 

Year 11 parents’ evening is on Thursday 28th March and 

parents are encouraged to book appointments with their 

child’s subject teachers using the online booking system.  

Helping students prepare for their GCSEs   

Year 10 GCSE triple science students were treated to a hands

-on lesson about fuel cell technology and hydrogen power 

last week, when a team of experts launched a new set of 

teaching resources at Nova, developed by Arval in 

partnership with The Hydrogen Hub.   

The students were able to try out hydrogen fuel cell powered 

vehicles, and get their hands on a fuel cell as part of their 

chemistry lesson, prior to the resource being made available 

nationally for science teachers to use in the classroom.  

Having the opportunity to see first-hand how the technology 

can be used for cars in a real world application was a real 

bonus for the students.  

Nova first to receive new science resources 



 

Congratulations to Bree 

(Orion 6) who competed 

in two dance festivals 

during half term, 

Wiltshire & Wyre 

Stourport-on-Severn.  

Bree won two gold 

medals, two bronze and 

two 4th place. She works 

very hard at her hobby 

and we are very proud! 


