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A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE PRINCIPAL 

It seems crazy to be writing this at the end 
of the first term already. It's been jam-
packed with inducting our new Year 7s, 
exciting trips, and some very interesting 
new Friday challenges.  
 
At the end of September, we had our Open 
Evening for prospective Year 5 and Year 6 
parents and children. In my remit, this is 
without doubt, the most important night 
of the calendar year. It takes a lot of 
planning, trying to make sure that 
everything goes well and I spend a lot of 
time worrying about what might go wrong. 
Such worrying is needless, however, as our 
scholars always come good and do an 
amazing job; this year we had some 200 
sign up to help and every one of them 
made a positive contribution. It's no 
surprise to me that the feedback from our 
guests, highlights them as the best part of 
a wonderful evening. I could not be more 
grateful or prouder of them.  
 
Please do enjoy this edition of Nova News. 
It has certainly been a fun term as the 
photos and write-ups will show you. Have 
a restful break and see you in term 2! 
 
Mr R Nash 
Vice Principal - Student Experience 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

OCTOBER 2023 

16-18th: Teacher Training Days 

19th-27th: Half Term Holidays 

Monday 30th: First day of term 2 

 
NOVEMBER 2023 

Wednesday 1st: Young Musician of 
the Year 6.30pm 

Tuesday 7th: Ski trip parents’ meeting 
7pm 

Friday 17th: Children in Need non 
uniform day 

Thursday 23rd: SEN Specific Tours for 
Year 5/6 parents 

Saturday 25th: Swindon Schools’ 
Cross Country Championship 

 

For more information visit: 

www.novahreodacademy.org.uk   

https://www.novahreodacademy.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/sen-specific-tours-for-year-56-parents-1
https://www.novahreodacademy.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/sen-specific-tours-for-year-56-parents-1


THIS WEEK’S TOP EPRAISE SCHOLARS 

STEM SEMINAR 

This term, we were joined by Philip Hubbard from UKRI, who talked to scholars 
about his career in biological science including the biological applications of 3D 
printing. 



CYGNUS UPDATE 

Hello and welcome to the Cygnus house 
update! This first term has been brilliant for 
Cygnus and I am really proud of how the 
whole house has performed. We have 

succeeded across the school and our Cygnus scholars have been 
ambassadors for the whole by ‘Being the best’ at everything 
they do. 
Just to outline some of our successes, we have smashed most of 
the Friday challenges by winning the Balloon tower and pin the 
star and a joint first on the after 8 challenge! Most recently our 
Year 9, 10 and 11 obliterated all of the competition by winning the bench ball 
competition, organised by our very own Cygnus 2 tutor Miss Parsons! 
There are plenty of competitions and events coming up over the next term, in the 
first week back we have Young Musician of the Year that many of Cygnus scholars 
will be a part of. Then in the lead up to Christmas we will have the Christmas concert 
and many competitions! Thank you to every member of Cygnus House and to the 
parents and carers for all of their encouragement and support. I look forward to 
seeing all after half term, have a fantastic break! 
 
Mr Griffiths 
Head of Cygnus House 



FROM THE MATHS DEPARTMENT 

Every term, the Maths, Computing and Business teachers each nominate one scholar 
to receive the coveted ‘Star of the Term’ certificate.  
Congratulations to all the recipients for their hard work. 



Every Friday lunchtime, scholars compete in a fun challenge to earn points for their 
house which go towards the house championship totals. 
 
Scholars can sign up using Epraise Activities to take part in any of the challenges.  
 
Years 7 and 9 enjoyed the After Eight Challenge, which involved moving an After 
Eight mint from their head into their mouths without using their hands. It was quite 
messy! 

HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP FRIDAY CHALLENGE 

 



HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP FRIDAY CHALLENGE 



Another new challenge for #funfridaychallenge called ‘Pin the Star on Nova’ whereby 
much like ‘Pin the Tail on the Donkey’, Year 8, 10 and 11 had to pin a Nova star onto, 
or as close to the Atrium as possible blindfolded.  

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/funfridaychallenge/


WELCOME TO OUR NEW SLT 

My name is Mr Delap and I am a father of 
three children, a French Teacher and a Deputy 
Head teacher with four years of experience 
and a further five years before that as an 
Assistant Principal. I joined Nova Hreod in 
September as Vice Principal for Teaching and 
Learning and Literacy. I am really excited to 
start working at Nova as the values of the 
school and the high expectations, for every 
scholar, which run through all elements of the 
broad curriculum reflect my own beliefs about 
education.  
In my first few weeks here, it has been a 
pleasure to get to know scholars and teachers 
in classrooms, on stage and on the playing 
fields as we head purposefully towards the end 
of a busy and exciting term.  

Mr Delap 

 
 
 
 
I’m Mrs Fox. I am one of the Vice Principals at 
Nova responsible for student support. I work 
closely with Mrs King and the attendance team 
and I lead the pastoral 'hub' team who are the 
people students get to know best as they work 
with students individually in order to support 
their social, emotional, and health needs.   
I am devoted to creating a warm/strict culture 
within Nova in which students feel safe and 
valued whilst modelling the highest of 
standards.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the 
scholars at Nova and their families in these 
first few weeks. I value parental feedback 
greatly and have taken up every opportunity 
to talk with as many scholars and their 
families as possible. I know that working in 
partnership with parents is invaluable in 
ensuring scholars’ success and happiness in 
school and so I look forward to getting to know 
the rest of Nova's community over this year.  

I’m Mrs Green. I joined Nova to take up the post of Assistant Principal responsible 
for raising Key Stage 3 standards and leading on pupil premium, as well as teaching 
geography. It is so important that children make a good start to their secondary 
education, and I am in a privileged position to help scholars develop outstanding 
learning habits and to ensure that they make accelerated progress in their lessons 
so that they are set up for a bright future.  
I have very much enjoyed getting to know the scholars in my first few weeks; I have 
been impressed by the incisive questions they ask in class and how welcoming they 
have been. Thank you Nova!  

You may have noticed some new names around school this term in the senior 
leadership team. On this page, our new senior leaders explain their roles and what 
they’ve enjoyed in their first few weeks at Nova. 





COMMUNICATION 



In the U14’s National School 
Netball Tournament, the team 
played strongly, finishing 5th 
overall out of 12 schools.  
 
Player of the tournament was  
Aderyn 

THIS WEEK’S SPORTS NEWS  

Congratulations to 
the Year 11 team 
who had a 
fantastic 5-1 win. 



“We started the day with a talk about 
Cadbury and how Cadbury uses 
marketing, it was very useful as it helped 
our understanding of things like the 
marketing mix and much more. After, we 
started the tour and learnt about how 
Cadbury started and how Cadbury 
chocolate was made. Towards the end of 
the tour we got to draw with melted 
chocolate and went on a ride called the 
Cadabra ride, it was great fun and one of 
the best moments of the trip, however my 
favourite part was the 4DX cinema 
experience” 
 

Ruby  

TRIPS AND VISITS 

 

A group of Year 11 Business Studies students went to Cadbury World in Birmingham 
to learn about production and marketing. 

“We watched many clips all about the 
start of Cadbury and how chocolate was 
first made.  We also had a tour of the 
chocolate factory which was fascinating to 
see.  
 
The trip was amazing learning different 
aspects of Cadbury.  It was an engaging 
trip doing activities and I think all 50 of us 
enjoyed the trip” 
 

Rhys  



I really enjoyed today at Cadbury, and I think this will be a great memory 
when we leave Nova. 

Princess 



“I had a very good day, I enjoyed the experience and learnt some new 
information about how businesses work. I also loved the free chocolates!” 

Anesu  

“Great day, full of memories, I would love to do it again and I 
had a great day with all my friends - and chocolate of course.” 

Luke 



“I had an amazing day it was good to learn about the marketing of Cadbury” 
Lennon 



MRS UNWIN’S REVISION CORNER 

Each issue I will be sharing one 
great revision technique your 
child could be using at home. 
Sometimes scholars want to 
revise but don’t know the best 
way to go about it – Mrs 
Unwin’s revision corner is here 
to help! Remember, revision is 
not something just to be done 
the night before an exam, the 
science of learning says spaced 
practice is important or in 
other words; little and often.  
 

Whatever method your child 
uses for revision, make sure 
that they’re thinking hard. If 
they’re not thinking hard (e.g. 
just copying), precious time is 
being wasted.  
 
This issue is all about 
knowledge dumps.  

How to do a knowledge dump 
 
Step 1: Choose a topic – preferably 
one that you have identified as a 
weakness. 
Step 2: Set a short time limit (max 5 
minutes) and write down everything 
you know about that topic. 
Step 3: Compare what you have 
written to a knowledge organizer or 
revision guide. 
Step 4: Add in anything you missed 
and correct anything you got wrong 
in a different colour. 
Step 5: Repeat until you have all the 
key information! 



An update on some of the stories we’ve shared on social media in the last fortnight.  

#ONSOCIALMEDIA 



#ONSOCIALMEDIA 

 



Staff and students at Nova marked World Mental Health Day with a variety of 
fundraising and fun for students to take part in. Following the theme of #HelloYellow, 
we encouraged everyone to wear something yellow to support Young Minds, a 
charity who support young people’s mental health. There was a karaoke at 
lunchtime, inflatable football, a cake sale and Soak The Teacher.  
The date also coincided with this term’s House Championship competition, where 
teams from all four houses competed in a game of Benchball organized by Miss 
Parsons and the Sports Captains.  

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 

 



 
“Being a Wellbeing Ambassador is my 
chance to contribute towards a leadership 
role as a role model for those around me. 
 
Wellbeing means to me supporting the 
students in helping out. Wellbeing is also to 
comfort people if they’re sad and upset.” 
 
Charlie Year 10 

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 

At Nova, we are proud to have a student leadership group dedicated to the wellbeing of our 
students and on World Mental Health Day this is particularly relevant. 
 
Charlie in Year 11 is one of our Wellbeing Ambassadors.   





HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP 



HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP 

A big THANK YOU to our sports captains who 
worked with Miss Parsons to organise a 
fantastic House Championship competition at 
lunchtime.  
 
On Tuesday, Year 7 and 8 competed, with Years 
9, 10 and 11 playing on Wednesday. 
 
Teams from each house played each other in a 
league format, with 9/10/11 Cygnus House 
winning all of their games to finish in first 
place.  
 
In Years 7/8, Pegasus House were victorious. 
 
It was a lot of fun.  



We are immensely proud to be a part of the Swindon Youth Festival of Literature, 
recipient of the 2023 School Library Association Community Award.  
 
The School Library Association Community Award recognises the community effort 
of a school library that goes above and beyond. This year, they recognised the 
organisation of Swindon’s group of school librarians who work together to provide 
opportunities for students throughout the town. The Festival is run by the librarians 
from the twelve schools and celebrates reading, writing and illustration.  
 
2023 will be the 16th year of the Swindon Youth Festival of Literature. It takes place 
every year in November with twelve Swindon Secondary Schools involved and brings 
authors, poets and illustrators into schools, together with a headline event at the 
Wyvern Theatre. This year we are very excited to have Jacqueline Wilson as the 
headline author.  
 
The Festival includes 
competitions in 
creative writing, poetry 
and illustration run by 
each school which are 
then put forward for an 
overall winner. The 
winners of the in-
school illustration 
competition are invited 
to a workshop run by 
illustrator Steve 
Antony. 
 
This year’s Festival runs 
from Monday 6th 
November to Friday 
10th November and we 
will give you more 
information soon. 
 
Mrs Shurley 
School Librarian 

UPDATE FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 





https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0BLA3a7O-EqfFk3mzDwznBLT6NVvEi1LtBJ6S6HYeUlUQ0xXWE9SOUI1SDhPRE1SSVhPWFU5WFNaNS4u


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


