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Message from the Headteacher
Earlier this week I hosted a Headteacher's Forum where I shared the
results of our recent parental survey and the steps we are taking to
respond to your feedback, including the use of EPraise to improve
communication with parents and carers. This was followed by a very
interesting Q&A session and discussion, and I will be sharing the
feedback from the session in the next few days. The next
Headteacher's Forum will be on 9th March and we will write to you
closer to the date to confirm whether it will be online or in school.
As you will be aware, next Wednesday is Achievement Review Day
so students in Year 7-10 are not expected to attend school but
should join you in the video call with their tutor to discuss their
progress and targets. There is a small number of parents who
haven't yet made an appointment so please visit https://
novahreod.schoolcloud.co.uk/ or contact the school office for
assistance. Failure to attend an ARD appointment will show as an
absence against your child's record.
In this newsletter we celebrate the achievements of Gracie and
Tasha who qualified for the National Inspiring Generations final, and
Blaise and Logan in Year 10 who have created an impressive
computer code linked to their studies. Year 11 photography students
have taken their mock exam and produced some beautiful images.
As we break up for half term we are looking forward to COVID
restrictions easing which will see an increase in the number of
events we can host in school, the first of which will be an
exciting exhibition of our recent art and photography students
work. We believe young people are insightful and imaginative. Their
creativity and curiosity are a vital part of transforming the world we
live in, to make it a fairer and more inclusive place for all. This work
explores the theme of 'Rebellious Transformation' and varies from
punk culture to a wide exploration of different media. This show
represents the bravery and passion young people have and aims to
impress you with their bold and inventive creations.
To pre-empt the popularity of this show we have split viewing times
into two groups. If you have a child in KS3, please visit between 4.30
and 5.30. If your child is in KS4, please visit between 5.30 and 6.30.
Please bring money to buy light refreshments and artworks or gifts
will be on sale on too.
I hope you have a safe and happy half term break; our scholars have
worked hard this term and we're looking forward to returning to our
normal routines in the Spring term.
Nick Wells
Headteacher

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
February 2022
Wednesday 16th —Achievement
Review Day
21st-25th —Half term

March 2022
Tuesday 1st —Rebellious
Transformation Art & Photography
Exhibition
Wednesday 9th—Headteacher
Parent Forum
Tuesday 15th—Open Morning
Thursday 31st—Year 11 Parents’
Evening
For more information visit
www.novahreodacademy.org.uk
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THE WORLD AROUND US
Each week in the World Around Us, tutor groups talk through a new topic based on what is happening in
the world and around school. At the end of each discussion, scholars are invited to vote based on their
own opinion. Each new week starts with a discussion of the previous week's results.

Aquila House Update
Over Christmas Aquila ran the reverse advent calendar, asking both
Aquila scholars and the rest of the school to bring in items for both
Alternative Angels and The Salvation Army. As a Head of House I was
so proud to see the donation and contributions made by scholars
right across the school.
Aquila have also seen some excellent wins on the Friday lunchtime
competitions, most recently year 9 working together to win the year
9 quoits competition, helping to contribute to the house
championship points.
Well done to Aquila 6 too, who are showing great attendance figures
and have earnt lots of boxes of chocolates when we return to house
tutor groups from the attendance league competitions.

Miss Dominy
Head of House

Student Achievements
Gracie and Tasha were very creditable runners up in the National Inspiring Culinary Generations final in
Bournemouth on 28th January. They both commented on what a great experience it was. They had to
compete in a commercial kitchen and were unfamiliar with both the surroundings and the kitchen
equipment, which always piles on the pressure and they both coped admirably. They were a credit to the
school and congratulations to them both.

CAREERS INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
DID YOU KNOW…?
There's a wealth of information on the school
website for parents and carers relating to
career pathways, post-16 choices and
vocational information.
Click on the image below

The Theoretical Probability
In Maths, Year 10 have been learning about probability and two scholars went above and beyond to
investigate some of the phenomena we see within the topic. Blaise Killingback and Logan Jones have
written a code that virtually rolls a dice several times (they chose 1 million!) and records how many times
it lands on each number. In lessons, we learn how, as the number of rolls increases, the fraction of times
we see a particular number will get closer and closer to 1/6 or 16.66%. The results after 1 million rolls
have so far shown accuracy to 1 decimal place and as you read this, the code is still producing more and
more results with the number of rolls reaching close to 10 million!

Supernova Enrichment
Drama club is on every Thursday after school for Year 7 Scholars! This week we were learning all about
Trestle Theatre company and exploring how to tell stories with masks.

HOME STUDY
Bedrock is an online programme that helps students to
develop their vocabulary and understanding of new words in
context. At Nova, Bedrock is set as English home study every
week for Years 7-11. We ask scholars to complete two
Bedrock 'lessons', accruing 20 points. Some scholars go above
and beyond this and must be applauded for doing so!
Congratulations to the following scholars:
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Top Points

Top Progress

Topic completions

Lila
7-3/En
Lily
7-7/En

Miley
7-6/En
Hannah
71

Lila
7-3/En
13
Lily
7-7/E

Ruby
8-4/En
Phoebe
8-2/En

Jayden
8-7/EnA,
Hriti
8-3/En

Ruby
8-4/En
Dylan
8-4/En

David
9-2/En
Melissa-Lou
9-1/En

Rhys P
9-5/En
Nathan
9-6/En

David
9-2/En
Melissa-Lou
9-1/En

10
84.26%

Blaise
10-1/En,
Millie
10-6/En

Luke
10-1/En
Chloe
10-1/En

Blaise
10-1/En,
Grace 10 2

11
76.89%

Francesca
Freya
11-1/En,

Gabriel
11-2/En,
Amy
11-5/En

Francesca
23
Freya

7
79.15%

8
85.39%

9
76.01%

Year 11 Mock Photography Exam
Year 11 photography students have created some fantastic images for their GCSE Mock exam. They
behaved impeccably throughout the session and we’re very proud of the outcomes.

Chaplaincy Team
The start of term 3 was an exciting one for Nova as the Chaplaincy team has launched their SuperNova
club, Imagine. This club takes place on a Monday after school in the dance studio, is open to all year
groups and includes games and activities as well as discussions around issues relevant to scholars.
Our Chaplaincy team includes Amy and Leonora who run Imagine and have been brilliant supporting with
the Friday House Competitions each week and Jamie, who you will have seen around school as part of the
Listening Team.
There is now an official Chaplaincy Team room at the back of the library as well as a Multi-faith Prayer
Room which some of our Muslim scholars have been using at key points in the day to complete their daily
prayers.

Simon Foster
Assistant Principal - Character

News from the Chaplaincy Team
Hi, my name’s Amy and I'm part of the chaplaincy team at Nova. I'm incredibly excited to be able to come
into school and connect with some of the students here. I was a student here myself, and I know a little
bit about the pressures of school, friendship, family and life. I know that one thing that helped me out
was having a team of people around, who weren't my teachers but youth workers, who cared about me
and just wanted to listen to what I had to say, without judgement. That is what we want to provide for
students, safe places to be and safe people to chat to, without judgement.
I have loved coming into school on Thursday lunchtimes and meeting some of the students here. On
Friday lunchtimes I have been able to help out with the Friday competition and that has been fantastic.
On Mondays we have started an after school club called "Imagine," this has been an incredibly fun time
filled with games and space to chat, if you want to find out what it’s all about come to the dance studio
after school on Mondays. We have also been setting up a chaplaincy room by the library that we hope to
be able to use to explore faith more over the coming months.
I am really excited to meet more students and develop the work with and for young people so if you have
an idea that you think we can help with let us know or if you just want to chat come and find us.
Amy Cox
Chaplaincy Team

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Watch our Christmas Concert Here

