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The French Curriculum

The French Curriculum at Nova is Ambitious, Sequenced Carefully, Principled, Inclusive, Research-informed and 
Enriching. 

Our curriculum is ambitious in the 
sense that we have created it 

ourselves, for our scholars at Nova. 
We teach them to speak in a variety 
of contexts and situations from the 

beginning. High-frequency 
vocabulary is recycled frequently so 
students are flooded with the input 

they need to become confident 
speakers. We practise a range of 

relevant topics and add interesting 
phrases, so scholars have a range of 

vocabulary with which to express 
themselves.

Our curriculum follows a logical 
sequence based on the three key 

pillars of language acquisition: 
phonics, grammar and vocabulary. 

Basic structures of language are 
developed further over the years. 

We apply language in context so that 
scholars develop a strong 

understanding of when and how to 
apply grammar. They therefore can 

manipulate language with 
confidence. Our GCSE curriculum 

follows the themes required for the 
exams and consolidates and expands 

on the previous three years.

The way we have planned our 
resources to match our curriculum 
ensures that scholars master a set of 
structures and vocabulary in order to 
feel confident and successful quickly. 
They re-use structures time and time 
again so they speak without thinking. 
They become fluent with ease 
through a series of thorough 
processing tasks.

Our curriculum is ambitious for all, 
we take a mastery approach to 
support all our scholars in making 
excellent progress in our curriculum. 
Teachers learn to understand 
their pupils, providing the necessary 
support and push of challenge so 
that all scholars achieve confidence 
in the language. We practise chunks 
of language and vocabulary together 
through repetition and teach 
grammatical rules contextually once 
these chunks have been mastered.

Our lexico-grammatical approach is 
inspired and guided by the research 
of language experts such as 
Gianfranco Conti, Steve Smith, 
Vincent Everett, Dylan Viñales and 
James Maxwell. Our curriculum is 
updated and enhanced each year 
following a review of its impact as 
well as any new any new discoveries, 
suggestions and research. We strive 
to make it the best for our scholars. 
Rosenshine principles underpin our 
teaching methods, ensuring that all 
teachers have the best skills to 
deliver high-quality lessons.

We offer a variety of language clubs 
after school throughout the year 
such as Italian and Spanish for all our 
scholars. We also offer Year 11 film 
club at certain points of the year 
where students can engage in 
conversations around cultural 
differences and interesting topics. 
We plan trips to France in line with 
the school’s trip timetable and host 
French speaking events, such as 
escape rooms.
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Launchpadproviding personal information, 
such as your name, age, 
nationality, birthday and sports 
preferences.

discussing your school day and routine, 
developing opinions about subjects and 
linking this to future wishes.

describing your home and 
local area, suggesting 
what you can do in your 
area and developing 
opinions based on this.

describing your usual holiday, 
your plans for next year and a 
previous trip away.

describing what you like 
to do in your free time 
on a regular basis and 
what you are going to 
do in the near future.

describing family members, your 
relationship with them, what you have 
done with them recently, and the 
qualities of your ideal partner.

comparing your town 
to how it was in the 
past and what it’s like 
now.

discover the 
importance of 
certain global 
festivals celebrated 
in the francophone 
world and give an 
account of being at 
one these events 
using three tenses.

Local area and holidays: 
positives and negatives of a 
town, description of regional 
aspects, weather, holidays at 
home and abroad

Identity and culture: family, 
friends, role models, 
hobbies, technology, 
routine, celebrations.

Future aspirations and global dimension: 
work experience, job sectors, plans for the 
future, importance of languages, problems 
facing the world, protecting the 
environment, volunteering and big events.

Practice of all topics in the context of exam style 
questions, how to infer and respond to 
comprehension questions, develop listening skills, 
how to structure written and verbal responses.

School: facilities, 
rules, trips, school 
exchanges, 
comparison with 
the French school 
system.

explaining the 
importance of a healthy 
lifestyle and describing 
what career you would 
like in the future.
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Work while travelling

describing personality and 
appearance of yourself, family 
members and pets. 

making suggestions for future 
outings with friends and narrating 
what you have done recently.

Ma routine

describing your weekly routine.

learning about life in 
the francophone 
world and 
suggesting ways to 
protect the 
environment.

Les magasins

communicating in a 
commercial 
environment such as 
in a boutique.


	Slide Number 1

